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TO 

WILLIAM SMITH, ESQ. M.P. 
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OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 
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FOR MORE THAN HALF THE PERIOD ALLOTTED TO HUMAN EXISTENCE, 
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TO OBTAIN THE REPEAL OF ALL PENAL STATUTES 

RELATING TO RELIGIOUS OPINIONS : 

AND AS AN EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE 

FOR HIS LATE GENEROUS AND SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS 

TO PLACE THE PROFESSORS OF THE UNITARIAN FAITH 

UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE LAWS, 

THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 

SUGGESTED BY THE SUCCESS OF THAT IMPORTANT MEASURE, 

IS INSCRIBED 

BY HIS AFFECTIONATE FRIEND 

AND FAITHFUL SERVANT, 

THOMAS BELSHAM. 

£ssex House, 
August 16; 1813. 
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LuK^E XX. 25. Render tlierefore unto Casar 
the things which are desar^s, and unto God the 
things which are God's. 

When I consider that after having officiated 
as a Christian minister upwards of forty years, 
I am now fojr the first time standing up in that 
capacity under the sanction of the laws; 
when I recdllect, that in advocating the glo- 
rious doctrine of the proper Unity, and the 
sole unrivalled Supremacy of the Father, I am 
now no longer the object of precarious conni- 
vance, but of legal protection ; when I call 
to remembrance, that at the glorious aera of 
the Revolution, when civil and religious liberty 
were restored to this oppressed country, the 
impugners of the popular doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, were expressly, and by general consent^ 
excluded from the benefit of the Tolera* 
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tion% which was then granted to all other de-^ 
nominations of Protestants, who dissented froiii 
the established church ; and that new and 
much severer laws against the opposers of this 
mjsterious doctrine were enacted in the reign^, 

however 

* It is proTided in Ihe Toleration Act, that nothing con* 
tdned in it ^^ shall extend, or be constraed to extend, to 
give any ease, benefit, or advantage to any person that 
shall deny in his preaching, or writing, the doctrine of 
the blessed Trinity." 

k 8y a statute 3 «nd 9 Wltfiam Hf . «. 39. ^n^tled 
<^An f^d (^JOtP svpne pffe^di suppresaliig Waspi^Vlf 194I# 
profaneness," it is enacted, ^^ T^f^t jf j^j pef^pq, h^yijfg 
been educated in, or at any time having made profession 
of, the Christian religion within this realm, shall by writ* 
4ng, printing, teaching, or advised speaking, deny any one 
.9f ttP Pf IWW Af ft? My Triiyty t9 befi9d,ftc f|i^l| ^»^rt 
pj maintain that there are mpr^ p^ods tha.n ^ne, • . • • aqfl 
shall be thereof lawfully convicted by the oath of two or 
fnore credible witnesses, such person for the ftrst ofiff not 

4baJD he »dj9dgtd ipf^iipiibl^^ wd dis^U^csd bj h^i 4? hw 
^4 «ojo^ *Py P%c oj: employoient e^cclesigstic^l, civile qr 
miliary : ^n.d if spc]|i person shall be ^ second time law- 
fully convicted, as aforesaid, of all or any of the aforesaid 
ccine or cnmaa, J&at then Jie^h^AI &om /thgioefofvtii be4il- 
iJil^ (to sne^ ^ros^iffe, pl^ii^d^ qr ^se aqy action Qr ir^for- 
matipn^ or to be gaardifip of any child, or executor or a4* 
ministrator of any person, or capable of any legacy, or 
^^eed of gilt, <3f§ to bear any ofiioe civil or military, or bene- 
ipp ecc)^ja^l|qal, fqjr c^i^r \^^h^i) (^is rf ^ioo : fuid shs^U ^Iso 
^l^fer imprisonment far the space of t^ree years without 
bail, or mainprize, from the time of such conviction." 

This Clause in tiie Blasphemy Act, and the clause in th« 
Toleration Act, cited in the l«at note, we rQpc»M by 

Mr. 
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however eootrarj to the enlightened and li- 
beml principles, of our gr^at deliverer*^: 
when I call to mind, that for nearly a een«* 

turj after this period, whatever attempts were 
made to extend the Uherties of the • non-eon* 
formists in other .respects, uo step was ever 
idirentured towards obtaining relief for die 
advocates of the divine Unity and Supremacy 
from the penalties of persecuting statutes: 
when I reeollecty as I distinctly do, that at 



Mr. Smith's Bill. Jt is not known that any other English 
statute exists which makes it penal to deny the doctrine of 
tfie Trifiity. The origins) mil, which wai rejected by tha 
Lords, expressly repealed ^'so much of a)l or any other act 
or acts of the English, Scotch, British, Irish, or United 
Parliaments, as imposes penalties on those who interpreted 
the Holy Scriptures inconsistently with the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity." The Lords x)bjeet#d to this sweeping 
clause, as no Act of Parliament can be regularly repealed 
without being specified : and upon this ground the original 
Bill was thrown out, and the present Bill was introduced, 
«prhich in a rery few days was expedited thrpugh all the 
forme of tioth Houses, and received tha Royal assent 
July 21, IBIS. 

* When King William took the coronatton oadi, ten- 
dered to him by the Scotch Commissioners, 1689, one 
«H&u6e of ^hieh iaportjod Mist he should ntol m^ Iw^y 
the kingdedared, and galled the coxamj^sion^s and othemi 
to be^r witness to his declaration, that be di4 aot wwi by 
ihe9^ wordp to l»y himself under obligiMJop to net u %w^u 

eecutor. Smdlet's Hist of Eng. toI. tUI. p. 319^ 
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kngthv when the important question was 
moved^ and supported by all the energies and 
all the eloquence of the greatest, the wisest^ and 
the most liberal statesman of the age^ it was in- 
stantly and indignantly opposed and crushed by 
all the power of government, and by the fasci- 
nating eloquence of celebrated politicians, who 
too frequently succeeded in making the worse 
appear the better part ^ : and, finally, when I 
now reflect upon the facility, the. expedition, 
the unanimity with which this great measure has 
lately been carried through both Houses of Par- 
liament, with the unanimous acknowledgement 
of that grand Protestant principle, the right 

OF PRIVATE JUDGEMENT IN THE CONCERNS 

OF RELIGION, and a universal abjuration 
and abhorrence of the odious spirit of perse- 
cution ; and that the repeal of those barbarous 
statutes which have so long disgraced the Bri- 
tish code, has now received the royal, and I 
trust irrevocable ^/ ; I can scarcely persuade 
myself to believe that it is real. The whole 
has the appearance of a wonderful and delight- 

^ This- measure was brought forward bj Mr. Fox in th» 
spring of 1793, in consequence of a petition signed by 
Christians of different denominations, and vehemently op- 
posed by Mr, Pitt and Mr. Burke. It was lost by a great 
majority. 

ful 



ful vision. Xike tbe ancieiit people of God^ 
now that we are rescued from the house of 
captivity and bondage^ *' we " are like them 
that dream;" Like the disciples of Jesus^ 
when they first saw their risen master^ '^ we 
can hardly believe for joy." '^ The Lord hath 

indeed done great things for us, whereof we 

• • • - . 

are glad :'' and we cannot upon such an oc* 
casion employ ourselves better than in ^'think- 
ing upon the loving kindness of God in the 
midst of his temple." 

Some indeed make light of this great deli- 
verance. They tell us, that ^' we have long 

r 

enjoyed practically all the liberty which we 
now possess legally: Where then is the mighty 
boon ? '' And it must be conceded, that vvhat 
they allege is in a great measure true. The 
improving knowledge, the practical wisdom, 
and the liberal spirit of the times, have gua- 
rantied the safety of our persons and the en- 
joyment of our possessions. Nor have the 
impugners of the doctrine of the Trinity* had 
any recent ground to complain of actual per- 
secution. Yet, still, what individual is there, 
possessed of an honourable and independent 
spirit, who does not feel the difference between 
connivance and protection? Who would be 
content to sue for that as a favour/ which it is 

in 



in bis power to claim  as a riglit ? I pity tife 
mind which is sabdiied to a state in which 
this important distinction cea^s to be felt 
Of what generous afiection can that intellect 
be ni9eeptibl^ in which the l<!rve of libertjf^ 
the noblest^ the most exalted of human passiow, 
H thus dormant ? 

Indeedj it must be admitted that there is 
Idibe danger of under-rating the value of the 
blessing which we have lately acquired^ the 
protection of the laws in the professiop of our 
principles. We have so long enjoyed sun* 
shine, that we seem almotrt to forget that the 
days of darkness may return again, and are 
disposed to make light of the refuge which the 
law has provided. Still les$ perhaps are we 
inclined to call to remembrance the days 
which are past^ and to compare the unre* 
ftvained freedom which we eiyoy^with the suf- 
ferings which our pious predecessors endured 
for bearing testimony to the Unity of God. 
la order, therefore, to excite and cherish in 
^ur minds a proper sense of the inestimable 
value of our present legal protection and pri* 
viliege^ I now beg leave to direct your attention 
to a few of those cases of grievous suffering 
for the sake of this glorious and long-lost Truth, 
which are recorded in Christian martyrology, 

and 
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pQP^ehrrljf i« tba4 of mir o^^ii' eovmirf^ 
AAer which m^s itlsj inquire ioto' the propei^ 
method^ of hnproving tiidse new dad befler 
cirebmstailcetr ia %Mbidi it i» du^ l^ppy iottoi 
be plffcctt. 

It is nbt at aH itonderfiil (hat the great Re« 
forailBrB of thd sixtfeenA cenf ttrj shi$uM- nb4> at 
once^ diettct aSl fbe errors <^f the a<if^«hf isiia». 
cbiifcb from which- tftey separated ; and it i^ 
mone die Occasion c^ regret^ than of siArprlfie>, 
that ti»e majority of theto sho«iId mak^ tli^« 
stafod dt the doctrine of the Trinity : atid th4rt^n 
arfter having! rejected ihe m'on«troUs fable 6f 
transubsta^tiatio^ the sacrifie^ o'f the ma^ 
th& woflBhfpt of the Yirgifl Mary and dtber 
sbtnls^ and the gafinful delusion of purgatorjj^ 
tb^ sbouid continue to retain the extrftvagant^ 
doctrine of a plui^atity of pl^Aons in^ the unitjf 
of the diyine essence^ the worship of Jeatif 
Chmst the ho4y' servant of Gody the ab^fd nb^ 
Uon of yiearious sufferingi^^ the impCiflatioB- of 
Cfarislfs rigblieotistfes^ and ol&er similap coi^- 
Firptfon^ of the simplieity of evangelidal' tnithl* 
It vs^< however^ truly surprising^ and mosl^ 
deeply fio* be lai&ented^ that these! eminent 
jMuy whti justified their owli^ separbfioD froitfi 
the cfauiK^fa of Rome upon) the broad- groilBdei 
^gilffitiency afifh^serijkttire^ aodthd Pight 

Pf 
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of private judgement^ should not have seen that 
the same principles were applicable to the case 
of those who carried the reformation further 
than they had done. And it is most wonder- 
ful, that while they were bitterly and justly 
complaining of the persecuting spirit of the 
church of Rome, they should at the same time: 
be governed by the same spirit in their con-r 
duct to each other. And no party was stigr 
matized with more opprobrious epithets, nor 
suffered more severely both from Catholic and 
Protestant persecutors, than those Reformers 
who denied the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
who opposed the worship of Jesus Christ. 

Of this, the burning of Servetus by Calvin is 
a memorable and melancholy proof. And 
happy had it been, if this vi^ere the only in- 
stance upon record of Protestant persecution. 
But, jstrange to say, the Unitarian reformers, 
abhorred and persecuted by all other descripr 
tions of Christians, became in their turn perse- 
cutors of each other. And that eminently en- 
lightened an4 virtuous character Faustus Soci- 
nus, that illustrious champion of divine triith, 
who had himself made so many costly sacri* 
fices, and had endured so many hardships for 
the sake of truth and a good conscience, dis- 
graced his cause and tarnished his reputation 

by 
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by becomiilg the persecutor of Francis Davids 
vrho was better instructed in the scriptures 
than himself^ and who refused to worship 
Jesus Christ; whom though he justljr reyered 
as the greatest of prophets, he did not regard 
as entitled to divine honours. For the pro- 
fession of this truly scriptural doctrine did 
Socinus instigate the Prince of Transylvania 
to cast this his venerable fellow-labourer into, 
prison^ where his gray hairs soon sunk down 
in sorrow to the grave ^. 

But I pass over the sad accounts of Pro*-, 
testant persecution on the continent of Europe, 
that I may notice some aJSTecting ejiLampIes in 
our own country of virtuous and exeniplary 
Christians who have suffered martyrdom, for 
their firm apd faithful profession of that glo- 
rious and fundamental truth, that the Father 
ALONE is God, and the sole object of religious 
worship. 

In the middle of the sixteenth centufy, at 
the commencement of the reign of that mild 
jand virtuous prince Edward the Sixth, the 
scripture doctrine concerning the Unity of 
God, in opposition to the anti-christian tenet 
pf a trinity of persons, was rapidly gaining^ 

f See Dadsey's Historical Vie V| chap.iii. 8ect«,l, 

ground 
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girdiiiii 9o m to ezdte eo«side#fil>fe^ ilkriti hi 
tins nrindB of thosd who tbeii superittifeivd^ed 
ike nstional eborcb'^ tfnd strong meadure^ of 
6oerckm wer^ adopted to* ^oppress tbitf dati-> 
biennis faeresj. One of tbe first snfflferersr ott 
tbh accoant waar iemt Bochef, n womatti of 
<(otisiderable di^tinckion in Keift^ k gr6iii rettttr 
and diBtributet of the holy scriptBres, then 
m6w\j translated into English ; eopiet of^ parW 
•f which the woald bring to court add conceal 
under her robes^ for the sake of giving tbefm W 
those who were desirous of reading the taered 
Tsloflne when it was dangerous to be in poi-^ 
session of a copy^ and nsuch more to^ be dcttv^ 
10 the circulation of it This eminenft per^kMV 
hy Heading the seTiptures became a cotnrerir t^ 
Ae doctrine of the proper Unity of Qoi ; atiA 
denied the deity of Chriist. To this erniy 
ieriptural doctrine she appears to ])av« add^d 
some fanciful opinions : but the greaA critM 
¥Ba Arianism^ and for Ihk heresy rfie was- ad- 
judged to the sfoke. The y&img prhice^ oiore 

in his Memorials of Cranbief, << now showed itself so 

openly^ and was In sach danger of spreading furthec, thai it 

iras thought necessary to suppress it by using more rugged 

methods than seemed agreeable to the merciful principles 

of the pr^fossiOD of' ttie Gospi^'^ 

just 



y 



11 

jurt and inons enligbtebed tbao faii yeneraUe 
eouiiflellorsj could ^ith difficulty be ptevaiiki 
upon to ratify the ^i^arrant for her executkm. 
At lengthy whett with great reluctasiie be bad 
ligoed hitf vaxBHty be said to Craanier^ witB 
teara in bia ej^es^ '' My lord arcfabiabafv tt id 
tbis case \ rewgu myself to your jildgemeM, 
yoii must b^ amwerable to God for it^/' 

Ir the same reign another victfmy a native 
of Holland^ suffered martyrdom in the same 
cause : bis oflfence was denying the diYinity df 
Christ, and maintaining that tbe Father oid^y 
is God. He bad the testimony of enemies Ihat 
be led an exemplary life^ and died with extra- 
iKdinary edmposiire of rnind^ 

In tbe su<^eeding reign of the viiigtBiiafj 
Mary^ never to b6 feigottent in tbe British anw 
aalsj Protestants of all denominatiODS sufiered 



s See Liodsej^s Hist Yiew^ p. 84. The pretence 
this: she maintained that ^^ Christ was not incarnate of 
the Virgin Mary:** bnt Sfrype sajs that she promoted 
Arianism, and that for this heresj she was condemned. 
Memorials of CnunDer^ p. ISO. Pulier remarks^ iktk 
*< ike with one or two Aridna wefe aU wln^ and tiM 
jusihfy died in this king's reign for their opiaioiis*" Church 
Bist. book Tii. p. 398. 

^ The name of this Tenerable martjr was Geoi^e Van 
Psnre. See Liodser's Apology, p. 44.^ and Burnet's His- 
toiy of tlie Refonnatioo ctloi thera 

in 
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in one undistinguisbed mass. Trinitariati and 
Unitarian vrere shut up in tbe same prison; 
arraigned before tbe same tribunal/ and were 
consumed at tbe same stake. And in tbeir turn 
Crftnmer and Ridley^ able and firm advocates for 
tbeProtestaht cause^ amiable and irreproacb- 
able in tbeir private cbaraeter^ tbougb too 
deeply tinctured witb tbe persecuting spirit of 
the: age in wbicb tbey livedo suffered under tbe 
same unjust sentence wbicb iti tbe beat of 
tbeir intemperate zeal tbey bad tbemselves 
passed upon the supposed beretics of tbe pre- 
ceding reign. 

In great mercy to the country this odious 
tyranny was shortened^ and tbe glorious ad- 
ministration of Elizabeth succeeded. The Pro- 
testant religion was restored ; and tbe fires at 
Smitbfield were for a time suspended. Never- 
theless^ persecution was not yet at an end. The 
Puritans suffered uuder tbe rigour of penal 
statutes. But the extreme of severity was re- 
served for those who opposed the anti-christian 
doctrine of the Trinity^ and who presumed to 
assert that primary and fundamental truths that 
God is ONE. 

.Two persons, foreigners, charged with this 
inexpiable offence, were executed in the nine- 
teenth year of this memorable reign. Fox, 

th^ 
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the celebrafed martyrologist^ ^Hom tlie queen 
was accustomed to call her father^ and whom 
she revered as such^ wrote in elegant Latin an 
eloquent- and moving letter to the queen^ to 
obtain a remission^ or at least an exchange of 
punishment. But Elizabeth was inexorable. 
She absolutely refused to save their lives, unless 
tbey would recant their errors within a month. 
The consequence was^ that the savage sentence 
of the law was executed in its utmost rigour. 
Others^ ^ who were charged with the same he- 
resy^ but whose constancy was not equal to 
that of these glorious sufferers^ were either ba- 
nished or imprisoned. The flatterers of the 
queen alleged in justification of her conduct^ 
that as she had formerly executed the sentence 
of the law upon traitors to her own govern- 
ment^ ^' if she were now to pardon these blas- 
phemers^ the world would condemn her as 
being more earnest in asserting her own safety 
than God's honour." '^ It is to be hoped," 
says a venerable writer, '^ that the world has 
now learned a better lesson. God wants no 
such service. • He is able and ready to vindi- 
cate his own honour when injured, which in- 
deed it cannot be, by the speculations of his 
sincere and erring creatures ^" 

1 See Undsey's Apology, p. 50. Fuller has preserred 

Fox's 
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The next reign was dUgrwed by tbe ^xeeu« 
tion of Bartholomew I^egate, a man wbo^ at 
the prejudiced but hooost bistoriaii of his mar* 
tyrdom relates^ *' was of a bold spirit, confix 
dent carriage^ fluent tongue^ and excellently 
skilled in scripture. His conversation was very 
unblamable/' This eminent person was oft^ 
sent for by king James, who bad the charity 
to desire and the Tanity to hope that he migbl 
reclaim him Crom bis errors. And> upon one 
occasiojij meaning to take him by surpriiej th9 

Fos^B cxeeUent letter in the ongiaal laagiosgt, of wlmii 
Mr. Llqds^j has gift a a translatioii. The historiaD, wha 
po98efised much less of the Christian spirit thaa the mar* 
tjrologist, observes that ^^ Fox was loth that Smithfield, 
formerlj consecrated with martyrs' ashes, should now be 
prophaned with heretics. The queen, howeyer, gafe him 
a iat deaial« Hereupon the writ de Hssreiico comburaidoy 
If hich for seTenteen years had hvmg up only in terrorem| 
was now taken down and put in execution." FuUer, 
book ix. p. 104. 

In the year 1583, one John Lewis, or ^^ Abdiel Lewis, 
a heretic for denying the deity of Christ, was burnt in the 
castle ^ich at Norwich, and the said Lewis died o4»sti« 
aately without repentance or any speech." Hoi, p. |3M« 
Blomefield*s Hist, of Norwich, p. 293, Note 3. Mr. pipme. 
field mentions two other persons who w^^re burned at Nor- 
wich for ^^ like heresies," Matthew Hammond of Hether« 
set, A. D. 1578, and Francis Knight, alias Ket, of Wind, 
kam^ A. D. 1^86. 

monarcb 
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Monarch suddenly ifibed him whelher be 
not, daily pwy to Christ To which the honest 
confessor boldly replied^ '* That he had indeed 
prayed to Chmt in the days of his ignorance, 
Imt not for the last seven years.** The hypo« 
f^itical tyrwt^ little prepared for such a reply, 
ipurned him with his foot, and ordered hiai 
instantly i)ut of his vighl. exclaiming that '' it 
fbonld nev^r he said that any one staid in hig 
|)f qsence vi^ho had not prayed to his Saviour 
for ;9e?en years together/' 

Among the ^* pestilent opinions^'' as the hi<- 
gtorifmi cajyu th^i^ for which this holy martyr 
suffered, are mentioned tf>e following. '^ That 
{he Niii^e and Atha^^sian Creeds contain not 
a pjTofei^sion of the true Christian faith-^^-lhat 
there arie no persons in the Godbead--that the 
irorld was not made hy Christ*~diat the apo* 
ftl^ t^aeh Christ to be man only ^-^tbat Christ 

^ From this article in his accusation, it appears that Le- 
gate was properlj a UnitariaB, and that he denied that 
Christ had Any eiistencs before his birth* The kktoriaD) 
when he first mentions him, catU him an Arit^Q, FttlloTy 
^qqJcz. p. 63. The writers of that age called every one an 
Axiaji who denied the deity of Chri9t. See Lindaey '9 Apo* 
logy, p. ^7* The hbtorfan seems to doubt the legality of 
the proceedio^) but by no me9.ns the demerit of the sn(- 
ferer^i who he apjpears to itavk richly deserved the flames* 
Fuller^ ibid. p. 64. 

IS 
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18 not to be prajed unto— also^ tbat it is 
monstrous blasphemy to say tbat God became 
man.** 

' For the profession of these truths^ which to 
us appear the plain, indubitable^ essential doc- 

trines' of the Gospel, and which, under the pro- 

•i -  

tection of the laws of the country, we are now 

• • • •  

at liberty to avow in the most public manner, 
was this eminent Christian in the vigour of 
life, at the age of forty years, condemned to 
the stake, and burned' to death in Smithfield in 

the year 1611. 

... 

About a month after the martyrdom of Le- 
gate, Edward Wightman, of Burton upon 
Trent, was convicted before Neile, bishop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, of holding ten here- 
sies, the most prominent of which was that of 
Ebion, or the belief of the proper humanity of 
Jesus Christ. For these errors, as they were 
called, which he honestly refused to recant 
till they were proved to be such, he was con- 
demned by that time-serving prelate, and su^ 

fered death at Litchfield ^ 

Thfs 

1 The heresies charged upon Wightman were those of 
*^ Ebion, Cerinthus, Valentinian, Arias^ Macedonios, Si^ 
mon Magus, Manes, Manicheus, Photinus, and the Ana- 
baptists." Some of these heresies are coincident, and some 
were inconsistent: but such were the ignorance and bigotry 

of 
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This christian hero was the last of a long 
and honourable catalogue of saints and mar* 
tjrs, who in this country were publicly exe- 
cuted for imputed heresy. The spirit of per- 
secution^ however^ still raged^ and sacrificed 
its innocent victims^ if in a less public^ not in 
a less cruel and odious form. For the historian 
of the martyrs^ certainly not favourable to the 
doctrine for which they suffered^ proceeds in 
the following words. 

That about this time ^' a Spanish Arian 
being condemned to die^ was notwithstanding 
suffered to linger oufes&is life in Newgate. In- 
deed^ such burning of heretics much startled 
common people^ pitying all in pain^ and prone 
to asperse even justice herself with cruelty, 
because of the novelty and hideousness of the 
punishment. Besides^ such being unable to 
distinguish between constancy and obstinacy, 
were ready to entertain good thoughts even of 
the opinions of those heretics who sealed them 
so manfully with their blood. Wherefore/' 
continues this honest but intolerant writer, 
^' king James politically preferred that heretics 

of the times. And when a man was to be burned as a he« 
retic, it was expedient to load him with every term of 
infamy and reproach, that he might not become an object 
9f pompassion to the multitude. Fuller, ibid. p. 64. 

c hereafter. 
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hereafter, liiough coBdemned^ should silently 

mod pmBtbly wa^ themselves away ia prison^ 

.rather tlum to grace them HQd amuse others 

.'With the sol^ntiity of a public executiou^ 

which in popular judgemeqt usurped the ho- 

/nour of persecution"*." 

( Thus did this merciless and wicked princcj 

in order to prevent the Unitarians froi^ Qhtp.iB* 

ing the honour of public martyrdom^ the ppmp 

and solemnity of which might have supported 

ftheilr spirits and graced their causcj direct that 

they should in silence and solitude^ unknown 

and unpitiedj pine awag^ and perish in a.gaolj, 

a trial far more severe and insupportable than 

that of racks or flames. What number of 

.holy and innocent victims suflSsred in this 

barbarous way cannot now be ascertained : 

but they are recorded in living characters in 

tiie bodk of God'S remerabrancej, and they 

shall be exalted to everlasting honour in the 

day when the righteous Judge of the earth 

shall 'Vmake inquisition §dt blood." . 

In the turbulent reign of Charles the First 
disputes ran high between the High Church 
party and the Puritans^ also between the Ar- 
ipainians and the Calvinists : and while the 

^Fuller) ibid. p. 64. ymdsey's Apologj, p. 64^ 65. 

political 
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political tempei^t was raging; the Anti^trimta* 
liantf ^fpesLt t& have been almost forgotten. 
It i» known fVom unquestionable authol^itf 
tbat the Unitarian doctrine was during tbat 
period gaining ground. £ai4y in tliis reign if 
w«s consti tilted by the canotts of the cfaBrch a 
crime punidiable bj the arbitrary ainl cruel 
eouf I of Star-chamber, to knport from abroad, 
or CTcai to be in possession of, any Sociniaii 
bool^. And when the Presbyterians for a short 
titne gained the ascendancy^ they weiit fiir 
beyond the Episcopalians in the practice of 
persecution. By a barbarous ordinance of the 
House of Commons^ in the year 1648^ a denial 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, or of the equa- 
lity of Jesus Christ wilii. God the Fa Aer, was 
decreed to be a capital felony. But. the Inde- 
pendents soon afterwards seiirang the govero^ 
ment^ and being more tolerant in their princi- 
ples, this sanguinary edict was never carried 
into execution ^ 

At this period John Biddle, an honest and 
well-informed Unitarian, was imprisoned for 
professing his belief in the unity of God, and 
his opposition to the popular doctrine of the 
Trinity : and some of the zealous ministers of 
«the Assembly of Divines were desirous that he 

iL Lindsey's Historiod VieW| p. 304, Note^ 

c 3 should 



aboilld be put to death. But Cromwell, who 
was an enemy to persecution^ took Biddle out 
of tbeir hands and banished him to the island 
of Scillj^ where he allowed him a decent Main- 
tenance^ and kept him out of the power of his 
eiiemies : and a few jears afterwards he was al- 
lowed to return. After the decease of the Pro- 
tector this reverend confessor assembled a small 
congregation in London for Unitarian wor- 
ship : but verj soon after the Restoratioq he 
was arrested in the pulpit^ and again cast into 
prison^ where after lingering a few weeks he 
expired in September 1662. This venerable 
sufferer was known among his contemporaries 
as a man of the most unspotted integrity and 
bkmelesis life. And such was the fervour of 
his piety^ that it is said he seldom prayed 
without lying prostrate on the ground^ 

° See Lindsej's Apol. p. 65. Hist. View, p, 301 ; and 
Dr. Toulmin's Life of Biddle. This yenerable man was 
arrested Jane 1, 1062. He was fined one hundred pounds ; 
which' being unable to pay, he was committed to prison^ 
where from the noisomeness of the place and the want of air 
and exercise he soon fell sick, and in fi?e weeks after the 
commencement of his confinement he expired September 22) 
in the forty-scTenth year of his age. He was a man of 
extraordinary abilities and learning ; and became an Uni- 
tanan by reading the Scriptures only, without consulting < 
fhe writings <of the Socinians upon the continent, u 

In 
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In tiie ir^ign of Charles the i^cdnd^ in the 
year 1677^ the padiament of England^ not 
from any just principles of religious liberty, 
but influenced by an apprehension of the re- 
turn of Popery, thought proper to repeal the 
law for the burning of heretics : nor does it 
appear that in this disgraceful and tyrannical 
reign the Unitarians suffered more than any 
other description of Non-conformists^ At the 
Revolution, when the protection of the laws was 
extended to the great body of dissenters, the Uni« 
tarians, no doubt with the concurrence of all 
other classes of Non-conformists, were expressly 
excluded from the benefit of the Actof Tolera* 
tion. It does not however appear that they 
suffered any positive persecution either under 
the administration of James or William. This 
might be in part owing to the policy of the 
former^ and to the tolerant spirit of the latter 
of these sovereigns. But perhaps still more to 
the mistaken policy and worldly wisdom of the 
Unitarians of that day. They did indeed pub-^ 
licly profess their obnoxious principles ; they 
wrote many very able and judicious treatises in 
defence of them. Their numbers increased : 
their doctrine spread : and they counted many 
ablcj learned, and eminent men among their 

• • 

friends and adherents. Newton and Locke 

were 



w«re favouraUe to their cause. Whichcotj a 
justly celebrated divine of the Established 
Churchy and &e friend of Tiliotson^ was be- 
lieved to have embraced the principles ^ And 
Tillotsoa himself^ who associated most intir 
mately with the professors of the Unitarian docr 
trioe^ was himself suspected^ though unjustljv 
of a leaning to their tenets. 

The fact was^ that the Unitarians of thsA 
l^e did not Aiuk it their duty to separate from 
the Established Church ; but endeavoured^ W^ 
aurely it was a roost vain and absurd attempt, 
to reconcile Unitarian principles to Trinitarian 
forms of worship. In this they were ao doub^ 
grievoudy mistaken : but it was an error of 
the judgement^ not of the heart. A famous 
controversy at that time etisted among tho 
learned divines of the Established Church upon 
the sulgect of the Trinity. One party insisted 
that the three persons of the Trinity were three 
distinct^ equals intelligent agent£b possessed of 
one common nature^ like three men* The 

B^I baye not,*' says Mr. Lindsey, ^^ obserred ia Dr^ 
WhichcQt^ writings apjr lanf usge concerQing Qq4. aoA 
Christy but sach as is enti^rdy seriptnraU ^ad ia which a 
Unitarian qaight heartily join. This b particularly obser?- 
able in that fine prayer which he was wont to nse in this 
pulpit, ii^nd which is preserved in his works.^ Lindsey^s 
fiist. View, p. 996^ Note. . 

other 
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other patty, witli the University of Oxford at 
their head, contended that the three persotif 
were nothing more than three distinctions or 
relations of one and the same individual bein^ 
as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob is one and the self-same in^ 
teUigent agent under three relations. And the 
Unitarians openly professing theiif union widi 
this party in the Church, endeavoured to etr 
plain the language of the Liturgy in cout 
formitywith their principles, and expresse4 
strong disapprobation of those yfho upon thes^ 
grounds separated from the established worship^ 
and made a schism in the National Church, 

In the first class of these Unitarian conr 
formists was the celebrated Thomaa Firmin, » 
citizen of Iiondofi, a man of extraordinary ti^ 
lents and attainments, possessed of a most en*» 
lightened mind ; eminent for knowledge, piety 
and zeal ; but distinguished beyond all hip 
contemporaries for active, disinterested, un- 
bounded benevolence. Eminently successful 
in his commercial pursuits, he reserved com- 
paratively a small proportion of his large 
income for his own use, but devoted by far the 
greater part of it to doing good. And by his 
noble spirit and generous example he engaged 

the co-operation of others to schemes of use- 

«  , ... 

fulness 
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fulness far beyond tbe extent of his own ample 
means. Some of tbe most splendid and most 
Useful public institutions of tbe metropolis owe 
tbeir present prosperity^ not to say their very 
existence, to the exertions of Mr. Firmin. This 
eminent peri^on was a decided and avowed 
•Unitarian : he argued openly, eloquently^ and 
irresistibly in defence of his principles. He 
was the patron and friend of Biddle : but be 
did not think it needful or even justifiable to 
separate from the Established Church : he was 
the associate and friend of those distinguished 
prelates Tillotson, Wilkins, and Fowler ; the 
last of whom was with him in his dying mo-^ 
inents, and received his parting breath^. Mr. 
Fi/min's well known and excellent character^ 
which was universally admired and revered, 
seems to have been the silent but powerful 
protector of the body of which he avowed 
himself a member. For in the very year that 

Mr. 

4 See the account of Mr. l^irmio's Life, written hy a 
Friend: first published A. D. 1698, and reprinted in the 
Tracts of the Unitarian Societj. This extraordinary man 
was born at Tpswich in June 1633, and died in London, after 
a short illness, in December 1607. He was buried hy his 
own desire in the cloisters of Christ's Hospital, of which 
as well as St Thomas's he was a goyernor and a most 
nuiiificent pati'on. He was universall/ beloved, and his 

friendship 
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Mr. Fiimin expired an Act was passed^ which 
inflicts the penalties of fine^ imprisonment^ 
and outlawry upon all who deny that any per* 
son in the Trinity is God^ or who say that 
there are more Gods than one. A law of such 
unreasonable and extreme severity^ that ?ery 
few have ever attempted to carry it into execu- 
tion; and in the few cases of prosecution upon 
this statute which have occurred^ the attempt 
has been uniformly defeated by the wisdom 
and lenity of those who were intrusted with 
the execution of the laws. 

The name which closes the honourable list 
of sufferers for the doctrine of the Divine 
Unity^ is that of the truly reverend^ pious and 
learned Thomas Emlyn^ who was prosecuted 
in the year 1703 in the reign of queen Anne. 
• This excellent man^ who had been more 
than ten years the beloved and revered pastor 
of a flourishing congregation of Presbyterians 

friendship was soficited by virtaous men of all parties. 
To Dr. Fowler, the bishop of Gloucester, who came to 
visit him apon his death-bed, he ssdd, <^ I am now going : 
aod I trust God will not condemn me to worse company 
than I have loved and used in the present life.'' The inter- 
Tiew was short, for Mr. Firmin was in great pain. ^' I 
assured him," says the bishop, ^' of my earnest prajers for 
him : and then I took a solemn and affectionate farewell of 
klm, and he of me." 

in 



to 

in Dublin^ having been induced^ by the cele^ 
brated controversy before alluded to among 
the Divines of the Established Church, to di* 
rect his attention very seriously to the question 
concerning the person of Christ, believed that 
be saw reason in the end to adopt that hypo-* 
thesis vrhich is knovrn by the name of the 
Afian ; which maintains that Jesus Christ is 
the first and greatest of created beings, and the 
instrument of the Father in the formation and 
government of the world. He did not, however, 
think it necessary to disturb the peace of the 
society by any explicit avowal of his opinions, 
but satisfied himself with abstaining from the 
use of all language which was inconsistent 
Vrith them. This, however, was soon observed; 
and being challenged upon the subject, he 
frankly confessed the alteration of his senti« 
ments, and offered peaceably and immediately 
to withdraw. This, however, was not allowed. 
Some warm zealots brought the case instantly 
before the Presbytery of Dublin, who, in the 
])lenitude of their ecclesiastical power, ordered 
him forthwith to leave the country, and never 
to enter the pulpit again. The formerjnjunc- 
tion he thought it prudent for the present to 
obey : the latter he referred to his own discre- 
tion. He immediately retired to England^ 

where 
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wbc^re he resided sonie months; afler which 
he thought it necessary to return to Dublin to 
defend his character and his principles from 
the calumnioiis aspersions of his ennemies. 
And for this purpose he drew up and purposed 
to publish a calm declaration of his theologi- 
cal opinions* But in a short time after his 
arrival his person was arrested and his papers 
seized^ by a warrant from the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice* With difficulty he was admitted to bail ! 
and when brought to trial the law was strained 
for bis conviction. The prelates of Armagh 
and Dublin disgraced themselves by attending 
in court to countenance the prosecution. The 
jury^ awed by their presence^ and intimidated 
by the judge^ delivered a verdict contrary to 
evidence^ to law^ and probably to their own 
conviction^ and the judge pronounced a sen* 

tence 

. ' Of this prQvecutiofi an affecting narrattre was drawn 
vp by Mr, Emlyti, which ii pablished ia his Works* Be- 
fore hif triiil came oa he was informed by a friead, Sir 
Richiir4 Ia^W^ afterwards Chief Jastice of the Common 
Pleas, that ^< it was deaigoed to run him down like a wolf 
without law or game," Six or seTen bbhops were present ; 
and particularly Dr. Marsh, archbishop of Armagh, and 
Dr^ K.iQg» archbishop of Dublin. There was no evidence 
to prQ?e that be wa9 the author of the book for which he 
.wa« pros^cotod, vis. f^ A hamble Enquiry into the Deit|r 
of Jesus Christ:" but Mr. Boyse^ his colleagne, waa 

brought 
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te&ce of imprisonment for a year^ and a fine of 
a thousand pounds to the Queen ; which was 
equivalent to a sentence of imprisonment for 
life: applauding ^t the same time his own 
merciful spirit^ an^ the lenity of the laws^ be^ 
cause> forsooth^ the same ofience, the acknow-^ 
iedgement and worship of the one supreme and 
only Gqd^ would in Spain or Portugal have been 
punished with death at the stake. For two years 
this faithful servant of God was permitted to lie 
in prispn. But at length it being proved to the 
satisfaction of the governing powers^ that a fine 
so oppressive was contrary to law^ it was re- 
duQeg to less than a tenth part of the original 
Buip, and the prisoner was released. 

br(^nflht forward to attest that ^^ in private conference he 
hm^ ^eclarpd what was judged by his brethren to be near 
priapism.'' This formed a presumplion that he was (he 
i|fitl|or of the book : and tliis presumption was stated ex* 
|^lio|tIy py the queen's council to be as good as evidencey 
find in this declaration thej were supported by the Lord 
CUef Justice of the Queen^s Bench, Pjrne, who tried the 
cause. The prisoner was not permitted to plead for him* 
self: and the Lord Chief Justice, summing up the evidence 
with great wrath, concluded with telling the jury that, 
*^ if they acquitted him, my Lords the Bishops were there." 
The jury were thus frightened into a verdict of Guilty, of 
which several of them bitterly repented as they afterwards 
told Mr. £mlyn when it was too late. Mr. Emlyn was 
bom at Stamford in Lincolnshire in May 1663^ and died 
jn London, July 30, 174U 

Thia 
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This eminent confessor and sufferer for con« 
science sake afterwards retired to England, 
where he lived unmolested^ useful and happj ; 
the friend of Newton^ of Clarke^ ofWhiston, 
of Foster, arid of every lover of truth, learning, 
and virtue ; and at last, in a good old age, he 
was gathered to his fathers in peace. 

This shameful treatment of a person so di« 
stinguished for learning and moral worth at- 
tracted so much notice, and excited so much 
indignation, that it gave the finishing stroke 
to State prosecutions for denying the doctrine 
of the Trinity. Since that time no person pro- 
fessing the Christian religion has been visited 
with the penalties of law for a public pro- 
fession of his belief that the Father only is 
God. Dr. Samuel Clarke published a learned 
volume attesting his dissent from the commonly 
received doctrine of the Trinity; but though he 
declined to renew his subscription to articles, 
he did not think it necessary to quit his sta- 
tion in the Church ; and met with no molesta- 
tion for the opinions which he had so ho* 
nouirably avowed. The learned and eccentric 
William Whiston was expelled from his pro-* 
fessorship in the University of Cambridge for 
heresy : but after he had entirely quitted thef 
C!blirchj it does not appear that he met with 

any 
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any more trouble in his attempts to ptopagate 
his Eusebian or Arian faith. And even in okir 
own time one aged clergyman has been driren 
from his benefice for publicly denying the 
doctrine of the Church concerning the Tri« 
nity. But the persons of those who hate^ 
however openly^ testified their dissent from the 
national creed upon this important article^ 
have for many years been unmolested: and 
since the auspicious accession of the Hanover 
family^ all persecution of believers in the 
Christian religion for points of diflferenee up-» 
on Christian doctrine^ has been wholly dis«» 
Countenanced. 

In the reign of George the First some narrow* 
minded ecclesiastics in the country preferred 
an indictment at the county assizes against a 
Tenerable man of the name of Elwall^ a na^ 
tive of Stafibrdshire^ upon the Blasphemy Act^ 
for denying the doctrine of the Trinity ; upon 
this occasion the honest defendant^ with a sim*- 
plicity and courage truly Christian and worthy 
of the cause^ in a plain and masterly defence 
avowed his principles^ and peremptorily refused 
every degree and every appearance of recanta- 
tion. l*he court and j ury^ detesting the spirit of 
the proi;ecution« and admiring the courage^ the 
integrity jr^ and the eloquence of the prisoner, 

with 
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witb great alacrity availed themselves of some 
technical informality in the indictment, and 
acquitted the prisoner^ to the entire satisfac- 
tion of all intelligent and liberal-minded per* 
sons/who were present upon the occasion ^ 

From that time^ though bigots have oflen 
been clamorous ; though magistrates have som&- 
times hesitated to certify places set apart for 
Unitarian worship^; though the teachers of 
the unpopular doctrine have sometimes per« 
4&>rmed the duties of their office in circum^i 
stances of personal alarm ; though calumnies 
«f the most false and invidious kind have been 
circulated and believed; though Unitarians 
have been basely and injuriously represented 
as enemies to the constitution of their country 
and to the family upon the throne ; though 
mobs and tumults have been excited against 
them^ and protection has been reluctantly ex« 
tended to their persons and property^ and re* 
muneration for losses received has been dealt 

* This trial took place at Stafford, before Judge Denton, 
in the year iy%6. An interesting little narratirc of It was 
printed by Mr. ElwaH himself, who lived at Virolyerhanp>- 
ton, where bia family had resided upwards of eleven hundred 
years. This tract is reprinted by the Unitarian Society. 

^ Sec an account of the difficulties attending the register- 
ing of the Chapel in Essex-street, in the Memoirs of the 
Jter • Theophilits Lindsey, p. 107* 

out 
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•ut with a niggard hand ; though some of the 
ablest and the worthiest of the ministers of this 
persuasion^ men of the most shining talents 
and the purest morals^ have been compelled to 
leave their beloved country and to seek for 
refuge upon a foreign coast ; and though till 
this happy period every application for the 
repeal of penal laws against the worshipers of 
the One God the Father has been sternly re« 
jected : yet^ upon the whole^ persecution for 
conscience sake has been openly and profess- 
edly disavowed; and though the penal statutes 
have been permitted to remain^ the sting has 
been drawn^ the advocates of Unitarian doc- 
trine and worship have of late years suffered 
no personal molestation^ and the spirit and 
practice of the times have been growing every 
day more favourable to the profession of truth. 
But it remained for the present enlightened 
and auspicious asra> that the worshipers of the 
one only true God^ even the Father^ through 
the one mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus^ should be released com^ 
pletely from the thraldom of penal statutes, 
that they should enjoy the liberty of publicly 
professing their religious principles^ and of 
worshiping God in the way which their con-? 
sciences approve, equally with their fellow* 

Christians 
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Christians and fellow*aubjects of all otIie# de* 
nominations^ under the protection of the laws; 
and that they are no longer to be treated as an 
insulated and degraded caste unworthy qf the 
rights and tho priyilegi^s of Britons^r 

FOF 

f Severe as the Acts of the Eoglbh Parliament in the 
reign of William III. are against the Anti*trinitarian8| 
and unfit as thej have been alwajs deemed tQ be carried 
into ezecotion, tfaej are all n^ildness and lenitj in compaf 
rison with those of the Scptch Parliament, which are re« 
pealed by the late Act, and which, in oo|b instance at least^ 
have been carried into effect in their utmost rigour. 
. The first Act was passed, A.D. I66I, in tl^e first parlia^ 
ment of Charles II. It enacts that *' whoSjOeTer^ ' not 
being distracted in his wltB^ shall rail upon or curse God, 
pr any of the persons of the bl^s^ed Trinity, shall be pn^ 
tyished with death." The second Act was passed in the first 
parliament of Ring William, and Mr. Locke s^iys it was 
obtained ^' by trick and surprise." It enacts that ^f who- 
soever in their writijyg, or in their discourse, shall deny^ 
impugn, or quarrel, or argney or reason against the bdn^ 
of a God, or any of the persons of the blessed Trinity^ 
or the authority of the holy Scriptures .of the Old or New 
Testament, or the pro?i()ence of God, shall for the firs^ 
oflTence be punished with Imprisonment till he makes ^ 
public recantation of his offence, clothed in sackcloth j 
fpr the second offence be imprisoned and .fined; for 
the third be punished with death as an obsdnat^e bias?, 
phemer." 

; Under these Acts, Thomas Aikenbead, a youth of 
eighteen, a student at Edinbui^h, was tried for bliffiphemy 

i> before 
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For tbift great aqd kiesHHitble bleasio^^, fiir 
tfae^ want of which oqr pious forefiUhon. lan<r 

gwshed 

before the Coart of Justiciary, and uras fbund guITty, and 
condemned (• deaik a» a MasplionMi^ D^oembor SS, 16961 
wbioh sentence was executed the eighth of January follow- 
ing. He appears by his own account of himself to hava 
been a young man of an inqmsitife mind, who havfng 
iiead many sceptical works, often- argued with his feliow* 
students upon sceptical principles, o^t meaning, as ]m 
says, to eiehibit them as hf» owd, Irat merely to stale wbat 
infidels had adranced, that he might learn what aaswera 
could be made. The ii^aesses against him were hi^feliowi 
students, and most of then uader age. The prineipal e^« 
deuce was one Muogo Craig, a youog man who bad sup. 
plied Aiketihead with sceptical works, and had talked al 
least as freely a» Aikenbead himself, it does not appear 
ttmi the accused party was allowed any cou'ssel tot plead 
for htm, or tiiat he was pem^tted efen to speak in hi» owoi 
defence : otherwise, as Mr. Arnot states, he ne?«r' eouU 
hare been convicted. After his coiiyictien he made e^ei^ 
possible recantation^ and earnestly pleaded that in ^nsiw 
deration of hl«: youth, and that it was his first o^npe^ 
mercy might be extended to him, and tivo granted for re. 
pentance* But he could not obtain a reprte^^ eren for » 
d^y. Mr, Anstmther, an csHnent adtoeate of that tine^ 
writing to his friend Mr. Robert Gtinningham, in a letter 
dated January 26, 1697, says, ^^ He was eighteen yeara 

of age, not vicious, and extremely studious* T ^ and I: 

went to him in prison r I fbund a work on hi» spirit ;• 
and he wept that ever he should have maintained such 
tenets ; and desired a short reprieve, for his eternal state 
depended npon it. i pleaded for him in eeiindl> a^d 

brought 



«^ 



85 

f ulshed in dungeons Of suflfered at the stake ; 
the acquisition of which has been so often soH^ 

brought it to the chancellor's Tote. But I was told it 
Could not be granted unless the ministers would intercede. 
But the ministers, out of a pious (though I think ig^ 
aorant) seal, spoke and preached for cotting hiai off. I 
4o think be Would have prored an eminent Christian had 
he liyed. I am not for consulting the Church in State 
affairs. Our ministers are generally of a narrow set of 
thoughts and confined principles, and not able to beaf 
Ihifigs.of this nature." 

Such was the persecuting and meroilesi spirit of thesa 
Presbyterian ministers, who, but a few years before, had 
themselves been hunted down like wolves by their Episco- 
palian oppressors. What an unspeakable happiness is it to 
iite in this enlightened and tolerating age! Mr. Locke, 
In a letter to his friend Sir Francis Masbam, states that 
the law was yery much strMoed to bring in {he crime of 
Aikenhead as a capital offence. He observes likewise that 
none of the witnesses pretend, nor is it laid in the indict- 
ment, that he made it his business to seduce any man. 
^* Laws long in desuetude," says this great man to his 
friend| ^ ^ould be gently put in execution ; and the first 
example should be made of one in circamstanees whidi de* 
serve no compassion. Whereas here, there is youth, levityi 
docility, and no design upon others." See the interesting 
account of this barbarous transaction in Cobbett's State 
iFrials, enriched with observations of Mr. Locke from 
papers in the possession of Lord King. And yety ifUk 
these ei^ecrable proceedings before. his eyes, Mr. Cobbett is 
the only person of any consideration who has writtei| 
against the repeal of these det^estable and sanguinary 
statutes. 

D 3 cited 
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cited in vain; the enjoyment of \i^hicb has 
been regarded^ even ^within our own memory^ 
as a blessing rather to be desired than expect- 
ed; and the possession of which has at last 
been so unexpectedly attained^ and so readilj 
and liberally conceded with the concurrence 
and approbation of all wise and good men of all 
parties and persuasions^ and without even a 
shadow of opposition from any quarter of 
respectability and consideration : for this great 
and invaluable blessings 

I. Let us be duly thankful. 

Thankful in the first place to Gody who has 
'' visited us in our low estate ;" who has in the 
course of his wise and benevolent providence 
introduced this new and improved order of 
things; who has preserved us from those severe 
trials to which our virtuous and sufiering fore- 
fathers were exposed^ and to which our own 
fortitude perhaps might not have been equal ; 
who has put it into the hearts of those who were 
in power to listen to the plea of humanity and 
justice^ and to repeal^ to so great and unpre- 
cedented an extent^ the code of persecuting 
law. 

Liet us also be thankful to the gcyvemment 
to which we are indebted for this wise and 
salutary measure^ and the menibers of whi(;h^ 

moved 



li^(yvM rather by their own correct sen^e of 
treason and equity/ than teased by solicitation^ 
have with so much facility and unanimity^ and 
in a way so hi^uourattle to themselves^ abolished 
tod cotidigned to everlasting oblivion these 
barbarous statutes. If any are disposed to 
allege that the legislature has done nothing 
more than an act of justice^ and that it has 
Only given what we had a right to claim ; and 
therdbre that our obligation is but small :— ^ 
let it be recollected, that in the course of three 
centuries this is the first administration^ and 
the present the only legislature^ which has been 
disposed to listen to our just claims^ aud to 
grant that relief which) however desirable and 
equitable^ has hitherto been denied ; and there*^ 
fore^ that our obligations to the present go- 
vernment are great and peculiar : and as such 
they will be acknowledged by every liberal 
and ingenuous mind. 

Nor let us forget our obligations in particular 
to the Right Reverend Bench in withholding 
tiieir opposition to the measure^ when it isknown 
that such an opposition would have been fatal ; 
and when it is also known^hat the conscientious 
conviction of a considerable proportion of that 
learned and venerable body is in decided hos- 
tility to those principles which we feel it our 

duty 
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duty to atow and propagatB. Let it not be urge4 
}B extenuation of the boon^ that oppoBition to 
io reasonable a elaim in this enlightened ago 
would have been niean and disgraceful.^ 
When, since the glorious an-a of the Refof* 
nationi did any Beneh of Bishops hefMro eMi^ 
Vf]\0 ¥(ould have concurred with such libedftl 
und meritorious unanimity ib siifiering a ipea*' 
^ufe of this kind to pass without opposition ) 
And with whiit peculiar propriety and grade 
4id some of these v^qerable dignitaries como 
&rw9.rd to express their appfobation of the 
principle of ibe Bill ! And while they asserted, 
and truly ^erted^ that the metisune was not 
called fot by any tetent n|eas(ures of seTertty 
from the EsCabUshed Churcb> they lit l!be same 
time bore their public and decided testimony 
to those sacred rights of conscience which are 
'^ net contv€ftIabIe by humui lawi^ nor ameMr 
ble to human tribunals/' 

Nor let Os be unthlLokful to those tried $nd 
approved frimb qt ^Ttah an$ UWtg, If bo 
ha^e taken the lead in bringing forward and 
c^^rrying through this most just and important 
meftsure; and whoj when prospects werfe eVen 
^iitoouf aging)^ spared no ]pains in following up 
the obj^t with unabating assiduity imd esem^ 
lAstry psudfojpe^ tUl their gemrom ofbtts were 

crowned 
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c#owiied yfHh sticcesb. Tfabir uA\6 f^Mttiom 
iti the be^ af caiiies ^v^itl {>lace their samel 
bfgli iti th^ rek^OTcb of trAe patrllits ; of the 
VefteAtdtOFB of their ^o<iiit^ altd the frtettdt^f 
maoklind. iind «faej b»T^ th^ir revrafd til the 
conscibnsnesls of their disinterested^ active and 
luccessfol beu^rolence^ in the applfliiisc^ of tbi 
i¥ise i^ad ^dod> aMi in the gratdful feelings 6f 
everj liberdl and g^nei^s mind ^apiaMe tff 
appreciating the difference bet^i^ee» a staW of 
legat degradation^ in which security defp^ds 
upon capriei^iUs connivance^ add a slatd of 
Oi^al r%htftand privileges^ i» which protMtio* 
is guahintied b j the autiM^it)" and th^ (yowerftil 
arasf of Ae law. 

0. Let us make Or fight %ise of Aat legal pto*^ 
tection which we haw now aec|utred.* 

And in the first place^ Let us openly avow 
)0«r coBscicintious ^onvtetiotf of Divitie Tf lAh. 
We Ate no lovgef aftaid, let us not theii be 
ashamed, to profess the principles we believe to 
be tftie^ Let ntglory lo the cbAractei' of being 
t^6rshfpet^ Of the Otie tttie aftd oiAy Ood 
even the Father, without an equal, without a 
rival> without a pafttoer^ or vieegiereMr iti hh 
fhfOtie, th^ GWd kfttf Father of <Wfr Lftrtf J^sttS 
Christ, of him who aspiredt to no higher clEia- 
racter than that of bei«g the aer vaet of the 

most 
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ihost High God, the teacher of triith and rig Jn 

teousness : the faithful and trae i/ritness; with 

whom are the words of eternal life t the first 

begotten frotii the dead; the prince and leaded 

of life. This is the doctrine which we believe : 

it is the doctrine of reason^ and of revelation : 

it is a doctrine congenial to the best feelings of 

the hearty and productive of the best effects! 

What is there in it of which we have reason 

to be ashamed ? 

Let us employ otir newly ticquircd liberty 

and security id promulgating Christian truth, 

by all prudenti just, and lawful methods, as far 

as our ability- and influence may extend : nor 

let us fail upon every proper occasion to bear 

a firm and undaunted testimony against po{)u- 

lar and prevailing errors^; 

Never- 

^ ^^ Ab these martyrs (says Dr; Priestlej coaceroing 
MaroUes and Lefcfre, who suffereil as Protestants under 
Louis XIV.) prompted the great cause of Christian 
truth in the manner which their times and circumstanced 
Tequired, let us do the same in ours: and though u6t 
capable of doing it in the most glorious manner pos- 
sible, let us Acquire all the honour that we can. If we 
do not givb our Uu^, whi(ih is iinquedtionably of fair 
.greater yalne than any. thing else, let us at least giro ouir 
time and our labour^ Much remains to be dene to pro- 
mote the cause of Christian truth, which these jasLttyn 
left undone. As far as God has been pleased to open our 
tijes, let tts eitert ourselves by every means in our powir 

td 



' Kevi&rtheldss^ let u^ iiot use libef ty As a doak 
t>f maliciousness ; nor let us^ under tbe pr^* 
tence of zeal for truths unnecessarily and wan-^ 
tonlj offend the prejudices/ add insult thefeeU 
ingL, of those y?ha may conscientiously I'egard 
as sacred and essential tfUths what we believd 
and are assured to be pernicious and anti* 
christian error; Such language and conduct 
is much more likely to exasperate than td cbn- 
tince: it is Tery far from that meekness ot 
wisdom which the Gospel inculcates; and^ in 
its degree^ it is in fact a species of pei'secutiod^ 
Further^ Let every step in the progress of 
religious liberty encourage us to hope for it» 
Accelerated advancement^ and to exert otir lit- 
hiost and persevering endeavours to promote 

it 

to enlighten the minds o^ others. We should pat no candle 
tinder a bushel^ and hide no talent in a napkin. Let us, 
more especially, show the same firmness of mind, and per- 
haps it may require no less firmness, in iacting against the 
inore gentle, but often the more powerful, influence of 
ybshion, which tbe martyrs did against op^ violeHce.'^ 

^^ When I am sitting in a cheerful room by a comfort- 
able fireside, with tay family about me, attending without 
restraint to any pursuit of philosophy, theology, or general 
literature, for which I hate an inclination, visited by my 
friends, and corresponding with whom I please ; when I 
see the cheering rays of the sun, and the fair face of nature, 
and make what excursions I please to distant places, as 
health, convenience, or pleasure, may require, I think of 
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it. Greftt aiMl tronderfiil haVe hket the 1m- 
pfo^emenis which have been made in tbe state 
of religious liberty within thekstfew yamt 
they are such aft those of in who can ftecoDrat 
the state of things fiftj jears ago can hardly 
believe to be fact. Nor is the late tepceA ef 

Mr, MafdRes, who, sefferliftTing berti accftstomed let cftjdy 
•11 llleflo blessings, f olnntarily iocuritd tfae loss of thoiii alt) 
and, without repiniog^ thought himself abundaoUy recom* 
pensed bj the peace of his mind and his future prospects. 
lloir strennously then should we etcTt oui'seYtes to make 
ike best use of the iibertj we eh^nfV* Dr. Briostteyni 
History of Mardles and Lefe?re. Pr^f. p, ^iiL 

Such were the reflections of this Tcnerable and apostolic 
taka in the year 1788, Iktie thinking what would in a 
•ftbrt tkna be lis bwa destiny. So 2eak>im asd at}daikt]<t^A 
an advocate of trath was not allowed to cloto his gfoffiaof 
career without being admitted to the honour of sealing his 
ies^ony by his sufferings. In die summer of ttie following 
year a lawless mob, instigated by furious bigots of a higher 
degree, burned. down his house^ destroyed his fine-library, 
his inestimable apparatus, and still more inestimabie mani»- 
icripts, drove him from his home, from his family, his con- 
gregation, and all his nearest and dearest connexions, and 
ultimately compelled him to abdicate his country, and at 
the age of threescore to retire an exile into a foreign 
land. Nor did he disgrace the cause for which he saffercd. 
He endured all with the firmness of a philosopher^ and with 
the meekness and resignation of a Christian: forgiving 
and praying for his enemies, and in his last hours bearing 
testimony to the truth and excellence of his principles, and 
dictating instruction to the world and consolation to his 
family with his expiring breath. — Sec the interesting^ account 
of his last illness, written by his son Mr. Joseph Pritfstley. 

severe 
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leTere and sanguinary statates Uie- least iai« 
portaot move in the prc^ess of amelioration* 
But the triumph of religious freedom is not jet 
complete. Non-conformists of ever/ desori^ 
tion^ Protestant and Catholic^ are still deprived 
of many political rights^ and the laws against 
scepticism and iofidelity are severe and uiyust* 
God is able to avenge his own wrongs^ and 
has no where required the magistrate to pro- 
tect his honour^ Nor has the officious inter** 
ference of the civil power for such purposes 
ever been productive of any thing but evil* 
These shades must disappear before the sun of 
freedom can shine forth in his strength. And 
they shall be dispersed* Not indeed by ex- 
ternal force, but by a power far more effica* 
cious and irresistible ; by the gradual and in* 
creasing influx of intellectual and moral lights 
which shall evince the wisdom, the expedi- 
ence, the absolute and indispensable necessity 
of removing all intellectual fetters from the 
mind, all restraints upon theological inquiry 
and freedom of thought, and of allowing every 
one to profess his own mode of faith, and to 
adopt his own form of worship, without any 
political impediment. Then will truth and 
virtue, and pure uncorrupted Christianity, 
have their free course and be glorified : and 

the 
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the ^ospel^ fraught with pelice dn earth aiicl 
good-will to med, will yindicate its claim t6 
a divine original by its glorious and benigt 
effects. Maj that happy day soon dawn upoil 
the worid ! aild may the reign of truth and 
righteousness and liberty^ the auspicious reigii 
of the Prince of Peace^ immediately commence! 
In the mean time^ while we render to God 
the things that are God's^ let us not forget to 
render to Cssar the things that are Cssar^s. 
•And let those who are admitted to enjoy the 
protection and to participate in the privileges 
of a free constitution^ show that they are worthy 
of the blessings Which they possess^ by a firm 
attachment to the Constitution^ by a dignified 
loyalty to the Sovereign, and by a cheerful 
obedience to the Law8» 
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A BILL intituled An Act to rdieve Persons \rhs 
impugn the Doctrine of the H0I7 Trinitjr from 
certain Penalties^ 

Whereas in the nineteenth year of His present 
Majesty an Act was passed, intituled ^^ An Act for 
the further Relief of Protestant Dissenting Minifrr 
ters and Schoolmasters ;" and it is expedient to enact 
as hereinafter provided : Be it therefore enacted by the 
King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in thijs present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That so much of 
an Act passed in the first year of the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, intituled ^^ An Act for 
exempting His Majesty's Protestant Subjects dissenting 
from the Church pf England, from the Penalties of 
certain Laws," as proyides that that Act or any thing 
therein contained should not extend or be construed 
to extend to give any ease, benefit or advantage to 
persons denying the Trinity as therein mentioned, be 
and the same is hereby repealed. 

And be it further enacted. That the provisions of 
another Act passed in the ninth and tenth years of the 
reign of King William, intituled ^^ An Act for the 
more e&ctual suppressing Blasphemy and Pro&ne- 

ness," 
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ness/' so far as the same relate to persons denying as 
therein mentioned^ respecting the Holy Trinity, be 
and the same are hereby repealed. 

And whereas it is expedient to repeal an Act, passed 
in the Parliament of Scotland in the First Parliament 
6f King Charles the Second, intituled <^ An Act 
against the Crime of Blasphemy ;*' and another Act^ 
passed in the Parliament of Scotland in the First Plar- 
liament of King William, intituled ^^ Act against 
Bhsphemy ;" wbieh Acts fespectifely ordain the ptt- 
nisbnieiit of Death ; be it therefore enadted^ That tlie 
said Acts and each of them shall be, and the saioe ale 
and is heicby repealed. 

And be it further enacted. That this Act shall be 
deemed and taken to be a public Aet, and shall be 
judicially taken notice of as such by all Judges^ Jtfs* 
tie89f aBdotheiBy withimt being specially pleaded. 
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Ax a Speoial G«iienit Sleeting of the Umterlan: Societ]f 
fbr promoting GbriBtiaD Knowledge ami tie PhiO'- 
tice of Virtne, by the Distributton of Bboks, con- 
Tened for the purpose of taking into ec»isideration 
thB Act htely passed £ot the " RcEef of Persons 
who impugn^ the Doctrine of the Trinity,'* holden 
at the Chapel in Essex-^street, July 3Gth, 1813, 

The Rev. THOMAS BELSHAM in the Chaxr : 

The fc^Qwing Resolutions niQVi^ by Isaac Soi^ly, 
jSsq. an4 i^ecQnded by Sir CHAni^f^^ QoLyUiE, 
WQT^ adopted : 

Il6soLyi;p, 

I. That the Members of this Society view wUli 
great i^tis&ctioa the recent success of n, loeatme^ 
whiob mors than twenty years ago th^y i^iciteQ i^ 
Yl^ip,, though supported by the tianac^ndant abiliti^ 
of the late Mr* Fox; and they congratulate each otim 
^d tb^ friepd^ of civil and religious liberty in gencsal, 
thdA by the Bill whiph ha;^ lately passed for thq " re- 
lief of tbo^ "who impu|;n the doctrine of the Trinity," 
persoas who profess their dissent from that article of 
the Established Creed are no longer exposed to severe 
^nd ruinous penalties^ but are placed updi^ the pro* 
tection of thelaw. 

II. That the Members of this Society are truly grate- 
fill to the li^ishtfure for tbe liberaHty s^id unanimity 

with 
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frith which this important measure was ntQeived : aiu) 
for the readiness and alacrity with which, when tha 
original Bill was lost, through a technical informality, 
a new and amended Bill was allowed to be introduced; 
was expedited through the necessary forms, and was 
passed by bojtl^ Houses in time to receive the Royal 
Assent previously to the prorogation of Parliament. 

III. That this Society hail the present roeasiire, as 
an auspicious prelude to that happy day, whea all pe-r 
nal laws and political lestricjbions on religbus grounds 
^ball befor ever aboliis^ed; when an invidiousand limited 
Toleration shaU give way to universal ^elicmous 
liberty; and when all, ii^ithout distinction, shall be 
entitled by law to the possession of those civil and po- 
litical privileges which are the birthright of Britons. 

IV . That the thanks of this Society be given to that 
able and enlightened Member of Parliament William 
Smith, Esq., for the generous zeal with which he had 
stood forward, upon this and man^ other occasions, to 
vindicate the rights and liberties of his fellow-4Subjects: 
for the promptitude and cheerfulness with which he 
undertook to introduce this important measure into 
Parliament: and for the attention and perseverance 
with which he watched and supported the measure in 
every stage of its progress, till the Bill, which entitles 
its author to a conspicuous rank in the honourable re- 
cords of civil and religious liberty, received the Royal 
Assent. 

y. That tile Chairman be desired to communicate 
^hese Resolutions of the Society to Mr. Smith. 

THOMAS ^ELSHAM, Ch^ivumr 

The 
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The Chairman having left the chair, it was moved by 
Sir Charles Colvile, and seconded by Isaac 
Solly, Esq. 

That the Thanks of t&is Meeting be given to 
the Rev. T. Belsham, for his conduct in 
the chair, and for the great zeal which he 
has on this, and every other occasion evinced, 
both by his exemplary conduct and his mas- 
terly writings, for the interests of the Chris* 
tian Religion. 

It was then moved by James Young, Esq. and 
seconded by Sir Chaales Colvils, 

That the Thanks of this Society be given to the 
worthy Secvetasy, the Rev. J. Joyce, for the 
promptitude that he evinced in summoning 
the Meeting upon this important occasiony 
and for his sincere and zealous discharge ot 
the duties of his.situation. 

J. JOYCE, Secretary. 
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